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From 1st April 2002 an entirely new way of
dealing with young offenders between the
ages of 10 and 17 years old will come into
force.

All of the local criminal justice agencies have
combined their efforts and resources to bring
this order into effect in Mid Wales.

This partnership now needs to involve local
people of the community to make it work.

WHAT IS A
Youth Offender Panel?

Most young offenders who appear in court for
the first time and plead guilty will receive a
REFERRAL ORDER, lasting them from 3 to 12
months, and requiring them to attend a Youth
Offender Panel Meeting.

Each Youth Offender Panel meeting will have

two community members and a member of the

Youth Offending Team.

The Panel will be led by one of the community
members, with Youth Offender Team members
providing information and support.

The Panel will meet with the young offender,
their family, and where appropriate, the
victim, with the aim of reaching an agreement
that:

A Considers how and why the
| offences occurred, and what can be
done to prevent it happening again.

o Ensure the young offender takes
| responsibility for their behaviour.
3 Increases the young offender’s

1 understanding of the harm done to
the victim and how they can make
amends.

Afterwards the Youth Offending Team will keep

in touch with the young offender to ensure
adherence to the agreement. The Panel will
meet every three months to review progress,
and can refer the young offender back to court
if the agreement is not being kept.

Different from a Youth Court?

Although the Panel has the backing of the
court, it is not a court of law. There are
several important differences:-

Panels will be less formal than
courts, this will encourage
communication between the young
offenders, their family, and their
victims.

Community Panel members will

A have a particular understanding of
the effects of crime in the
community.

».  The local nature of panels will bring

B | home the real effects of crime to
the young offender by requiring
them to consider the effects of their
actions on victims and the rest of
the community.
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O'r 1af Ebrill 2002 bydd ffordd hollol newydd o
ddelio a throseddwyr ifanc rhwng 10 ac 17 oed
yn dod i rym.

Mae'r holl asiantaethau cyfiawnder i droseddwyr
wedi dod &'u hymdrechion a’u hadnoddau
ynghyd i ddod a hyn i rym yng nghanolbarth
Cymru.

Mae angen i'r bartneriaeth hon yn awr gynnwys
pobl leol o fewn y gymuned er mwyn i hyn
weithio.

BETH YW
Panel Treseddau Ieuenctid?

Mae’r mwyafrif o d o droseddwyr ifanc sy’n
ymddangos mewn llys am y tro cyntaf ac yn
pledio’n euog yn cael GORCHYMYN CYFEIRIO,
sy’n para rhwng 3 a 12 mis, ac sy’n gofyn
iddynt fynychu Cyfarfod Paned Troseddau
Teuenctid.
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Bydd gan bob cyfarfod Panel Troseddau
Ieuenctid ddau aelod cymunedol ac aelod o'r
Tim Troseddau Ieuenctid.

Bydd un o’r aelodau cymunedol yn arwain y
Panel, gyda’r aelodau o’r Tim Troseddau
Ieuenctid yn rhoi gwybodaeth a chymorth.

Bydd y Panel yn cwrdd & throseddwr ifanc, ei
deulu, a’r sawl a ddioddefodd, lle bo hynny’'n
addas, er mwyn cael cytundeb sy’n:

Ystyried sut a pham y digwyddodd
y drosedd, a beth ellir ei wneud i'w
rwystro rhag digwydd eto.

¢~ Sicrhau fod y troseddwr ifanc yn
4 cymryd cyfrifoldeb dros ei
ymddygiad.

Cynyddu dealltwriaeth y troseddwr

= | o’r niwed a wnaed i'r dioddefwr a
sut y gellir gwneud iawn am
hynny.

Wedi hynny, bydd y Tim Troseddau Ieuenctid
yn cadw mewn cysylltiad &'r Troseddwyr ifanc
i sicrhau eu bod yn cadw at y cytuneb. Bydd
y Panel yn cwrdd bob tri mis i weld sut mae
pethau’n symud yn eu blaen, a gallant gyfeirio
troseddwyr ifanc yn 0l i'r llys os nad ydynt yn
cadw at y cytundeb.
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Yn Whanol I Lys Ieuenctid?

Er fod gan y Panel gefnogaeth y llys, nid yw'n
lys cyfreithiol. Mae nifer o wahaniaethau
pwysig:-

Bydd Paneli'n llai ffurfiol na llysoedd,

4 a bydd hyn yn annog cyfathrebu
rhwng y troseddwyr ifanc, eu
teuluoedd a’r dioddefwyr.

’ Bydd gan aelodau cymunedol y

panel ddealltwriaeth arbennig o
effeithiau trosedd yn y gymuned.

o Bydd natur lleol y paneli'n dangos

= gwir effaith troseddu i'r troseddwr
ifanc, trwy ofyn iddynt ystyried
effeithiau eu gweithredoedd ar y
dioddefwyr a gweddill y gymuned.




